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Sussex Springers Trampoline club sent a team of 14 to the recent South East Regional Grade 3 to 5 competition at Gillingham. With quite a number of the club’s most experienced jumpers unavailable, there were several competing for the first time and everyone gave a very good account of themselves despite some obvious nerves early on. A huge turnout of 350 competitors from 28 clubs meant that some of the classes had as many as 35 entrants, so competition was tough.





In the morning session, Amy Beard was rather harshly judged to have not executed a Piked back somersault correctly in the Under 18 girls grade 5 section, so got nothing for her set routine. She recovered superbly to register the highest score in the section for her voluntary, finishing in 16th place overall. In the Under 15 girls grade 5 section, Chelsey Pierce finished 14th, Eleanor Gray was 22nd , Kayleigh Nisbet, in her first competition, 25th  and Katie Hamilton, also competing for the first time, finished 27th. This gave them 3rd place in the team competition. 





In the afternoon, Taylor Pierce competed in the Under 11 Boys grade 5 section and was the club’s only individual medal winner of the day, with a splendid 3rd place. In the Under 11 girls grade 5 section, Bronwyn Kitchener was 14th, Emma Carroll, Emma Orlando and Charlotte Lee, all competing for the first time at grade 5, were 20th, 21st and 34th respectively and they all took home silver medals for being the second placed team.  Two of our newest recruits, Skye Balnave and Olivia Lourens, finished 8th and 16th respectively in the Under 13 girls grade 5 in their first competition.





Jasmine Broadley, competing for the first time at grade 4 in the Under 15 girls, finished a competitive 9th with a beautiful voluntary routine, after a slight mistake in her compulsory meant she was not in contention for a trophy. Stephanie Paul, also competing at grade 4 for the first time, showed a lot of composure in the Under 18 girls section, finishing 8th.





All in all it was a very good competition, with quite a few new faces showing great promise for the future. It was a great experience for all concerned. The new competitors now have a score to aim at and most of the more experienced competitors improved or consolidated their scores, so everyone is working in the right direction.
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