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2005 Season starts well for Sussex Springers





The start of 2005 has been an exciting one for Sussex Springers Trampoline Club, with Megan Comber starting her first season as a Grade 1 competitor and a very successful first competition of the year for several others, some of whom were also entering new age groups or grades. The first event was a Grade 1 in Taunton, on March 6th, where Megan acquitted herself very well in her first competition at this level, having moved up from Under 13 to Under 15 and also from Grade 2 to Grade 1. She finished a creditable 25th out of 53, securing her Grade 1 status for the remainder of this season and for next season in the process. Trampolinists at this standard have to reach a minimum score at one competition during the season to retain their status for the following season and to achieve this at her first attempt was very pleasing for Megan.





The next competition for the club was a Grade 3 to 5 event in Gillingham on 3rd April, where a team of 11 finished the day with two 1st places, two 3rd places and a team 2nd. The 1st place finishes went to Taylor Pierce in the Under 11 Boys Grade 4. Being Taylor's first competition at Grade 4 this was an excellent effort. Kayleigh Nisbet was the other group winner, in the Under 15 Girls Grade 4. This was also Kayleigh's first competition at this grade and on top of winning it, she also achieved the qualifying score to move up to Grade 3. Skye Balnave, in the Under 13 Girls Grade 5 and Olivia Lourens at Under 15 Girls Grade 5 both finished on the podium in 3rd place and both performed very well. The other medallists were the Under 13 Girls grade 5 team of Skye, Lauren Ward and Ketherine Venn, who finished 2nd in the team competition





Other members of the team all put in strong performances - some despite being rather under the weather. Stephanie Paul was unlucky to finish just outside the podium places in 4th in a very competitive Under 18 girls Grade 4 section, Jasmine Broadley was the club's other Grade 4, finishing 6th in the Under 15 girls. Daisy Marchant showed no nervousness at all in her first big competition and finished a very pleasing 16th in Under 11 Girls Grade 5, while Lauren and Katherine finished 7th and 17th in the Under 13 Girls Grade 5. Katherine was nursing a heavy cold, which hampered her performance. Chelsey Pierce was an excellent 11th in the Under 15 Girls Grade 5 and is maintaining her progress and Chris Savory looks more and more comfortable in competition, this time finishing 9th in the Under 15 Boys Grade 5.











The most recent competitions have both been Grade 1 events. On 9th April, Megan travelled up to Perth in Scotland and finished in a terrific 6th place. She also made her highest ever score and best of all gained a place at this year's British National Championships in Birmingham in July. This event is open to Grade 1 trampolinists who achieve a score of 54.5 for their set and voluntary routines combined. Megan's score was 56.3 so she was comfortably above the requirement. 





The most recent event so far this season was Megan's Grade 1 competition in Cardiff on 16th April, where she finished in a very comfortable 16th place in a group of 52. 





These are exciting times for the club, with Megan competing so well at the top grade and several other members of the club making great strides towards joining her.








British National Championships





Megan Comber of Sussex Springers Trampoline Club travelled to the National Indoor Arena in Birmingham to take part in the British National Trampoline Championships on 2nd and 3rd of July, having qualified during the recent season. The top 300 trampolinists in Great Britain took part in this event, spread over the two days of the weekend and Megan, in her first season at Grade 1, performed exceptionally well under extreme pressure. 





To reach the National Championships in her first season is a fantastic effort in its own right and despite some understandable nerves, Megan performed two lovely routines in front of a crowd of over 500. Despite not making the final round, held on Sunday, Megan gained invaluable experience of what it takes to compete in this sort of event at the top level of her chosen sport. She was very excited to have competed in the National Championships and has said that she can't wait for next year, when hopefully she will be able to go back again.








National and Regional successes





On 28th May, Megan Comber took part in the Grade 1 Competition in Gillingham, finishing in an excellent 12th spot and narrowly missing out on a place in the final. This was Megan's last competition before the National Championships in Birmingham in July and represents a terrific achievement in her first season at Grade 1. 





The following weekend, on 6th June, a team of 12 jumpers from the club were back in Gillingham for the South East Regional Grade 3 - 5 competition, coming away with individual 2nd and 3rd places, a 1st in the Under 13 Girls Grade 5 team event and a couple of 4th place finishes. Katherine Venn was the day's star, finishing 2nd in the Under 13 Girls Grade 5 section, while Taylor Pierce was 3rd in Under 11 Boys Grade 4. The winning team was Katherine, Emma Carroll and Hannah Thomas. 





Stephanie Paul (Under 18 Girls Grade 4) and Gavin Burrill (Under 18 Boys Grade 4) were unlucky to finish just off the podium places in 4th and Emma, as well as being part of the winning team, finished an excellent 5th 





Aside from those competitors, everyone did really well, with Kayleigh Nisbet finishing 7th in her first competition at Grade 3, Amy Beard 10th in her first at Grade 4, Pip Nunn 11th in her first at Grade 5 and Maddy Heath, Hannah Thomas, Hannah Jump and Jasmine Broadley all competing well in their sections





Springers Star 


at 


South Of England show





On Thursday 9th June, a selection of Coaches and Jumpers from the club spent all day at the South Of England Showground in Ardingly, where the club was invited to be part of the West Sussex Council for Volunteer Youth Services exhibition. They put on several excellent demonstration events to show the public at large just what they are capable of. Watched by some quite large audiences at various times of the day, Emilia Fairfax, Daisy Marchant, Samantha and Megan Comber, Chris Savory, Hannah Thomas, Chelsey and Taylor Pierce, Amy Beard, Jasmine Broadley, Gavin Burrill, Stephanie Paul, Kayleigh Nisbet and Neil Garrett showed off a range of the skills they have learned at the club and had a memorable day out in fabulous weather.








In a busy end to the 2005 season, Sussex Springers Trampoline Club took part in three competitions in the space of four weeks at the end of September and during October. A squad of 19 travelled to Bognor Regis for the Sussex Closed competition on 25th September and had an excellent day out by the sea, bringing home a substantial haul of trophies and medals from a very enjoyable competition. Megan Comber won both the Under 15 Girls and Ladies Open sections, while Henry Jacobs, in his first competition for the club, won the Under 11 Boys section from Taylor Pierce, who was 2nd. Chris Savory was 2nd in the Under 15 Boys and Kayleigh Nisbet 2nd in the Under 15 Girls. In the team competitions, the Under 11 Girls team of Louise Forman, Hannah Jump, Maddeline Heath and Daisy Marchant finished 3rd, as did the Under 13 Girls team of Katherine Venn, Emma Carroll, Charlotte Lee and Emma Orlando, while the Under 15 Girls team of Megan, Kayleigh, Jasmine Broadley and Chelsey Pierce won their section. 


In the Synchronised Pairs competition, Jasmine and Megan finished in 1st place in the Under 15 section, while Chelsey and Kayleigh finished close behind in 2nd. Amy Beard, who was unlucky to finish in 4th place once again in the individual competition, partnered Stephanie Paul to 1st place in the Under 18 Girls section





Springers season closes in style





Sussex Springers recently held a Grade 8, 6 and Synchronised Pairs competition at the Triangle in Burgess Hill. 86 competitors from 5 of the Sussex Trampoline Clubs took part in the individual event in the morning and 18 pairs entered the synchro competition in the afternoon. 





The morning event was a wonderful opportunity for the younger and more inexperienced jumpers to take part in a relatively small and relaxed competition and this was particularly true for the Grade 8 jumpers. Grade 8 is reserved for Special Needs Trampolinists and competitions are not held as often at this grade, so it was great to see representatives from 2 of the local clubs competing and having such a good time. 





The winner of the Grade 8 section was Amy Kendall from Orbital Stars, followed by her team-mate and brother Scott. Third place was filled by Aisling Davey from Sussex Springers, who narrowly edged out Laura Walsh and Charlotte Virgo, also from Sussex Springers. Aisling, Laura and Charlotte also won the team gold in this section.








Grade 6 – 8 Competition 


Closes the season





National Synchro Finals





In the synchro pairs competition in the afternoon there were 4 sections, Under 11, Under 15, Under 18 and Over 18. The winners were:





Under 11: Hannah Jump and Louise Forman 


Sussex Springers


Under 15: Megan Comber and Jasmine Broadley, 


Sussex Springers


Under 18: Stephanie Paul and Amy Beard, 


Sussex Springers


Over 18: Scott Maxwell and Chris Mason, 


Orbital Stars





Overall the competition ran very well and was a huge success, with everyone appearing to have a great time. All the competitors received a certificate to say they had competed. 














At grade 6, the winners of the various sections were:





Under 9 Boys: Samuel Bowler 		Orbital Stars. 


Team winners 				Orbital Stars.





Under 9 Girls: Jessica Phillips 		Sussex Martlets 


Team winners 				Sussex Martlets





Under 11 Boys: Elliot Storey 		Sussex Martlets.





Under 11 Girls: Tessa Barr 		Sussex Martlets 


Team winners 				Up 'n' Downs





Under 13 Boys: Bernard Lewis		Up 'n' Downs. 


Team winners 				Up 'n' Downs





Under 13 Girls: Shannon Coleman 	Sky Surfers. 


Team winners 				Up 'n' Downs





Under 15 Boys: Oscar Hardy		Up 'n' Downs





Under 15 Girls: Bobby Cooper		Sky Surfers. 


Team winners 				Sussex Springers





Under 18 Boys: Nicholas Scarfield, 	Sussex Martlets





Under 18 Girls:  Kirsty Armour	 	Orbital Stars








The following week a team of 14 from the club went to the Jumpers Rebound Centre in Gillingham for the South East Regional Grade 3 - 5 competition and performed very well indeed. Taylor Pierce won the Under 11 Boys Grade 4 event, missing the qualifying score to Grade 3 by 0.1, while Henry Jacobs won the Grade 5 section of the same age group. Jasmine Broadley was 2nd in the Under 15 Girls Grade 4 section and achieved the qualifying score to move up to Grade 3 next year. 





In the Under 13 Girls Grade 5 section, Skye Balnave finished 3rd and also achieved the score to move to Grade 4, while Louise Forman finished 3rd in the Under 11 Girls grade 5. The other podium finish went to the Under 13 Girls Grade 5 team, of Skye, Katherine Venn, Emma Carroll and Charlotte Lee. Aside from the trophy and Medal winners, Chelsey Pierce and Kayleigh Nisbet both competed well, with top ten finishes in the Under 15 Girls Grade 5 and Under 15 Girls Grade 3 sections respectively. 








In their last regional competition of the season, Springers sent a squad of 18 jumpers to the South Eastern Regional Closed Competition, also at Gillingham, on 16th October. Several of the club's jumpers were taking part in their first competitions and besides having a great day out, the club returned with an excellent haul of trophies. Katherine Venn won the Under 13 girls Novice section, while Stephanie Paul was 2nd in the Under 18 Girls Intermediate. 





Megan Comber was 3rd in the Under 15 Girls Advanced section and Kayleigh Nisbet was also 3rd, in the Under 15 Girls Intermediate. Pip Nunn was unlucky to finish in 4th spot, just 0.1 off a podium place, in the Under 9 Girls Novice section, while in the team competitions, the Under 13 Girls Novice team of Katherine, Hannah Thomas, Charlotte Lee and Frances Maltby finished 2nd. 





Everyone performed very well and gained valuable experience from what was a very large event. Rose Jump, Jodie Barba, Elizabeth Maltby, Tayla Nisbet Laura Walsh, Arran Pack, Hannah Jump, Katie Barba and Frances Maltby were all competing in their first regional competition for the club and looked as though they thoroughly enjoyed the experience.








Sussex Springers also had a representative at the National Synchro Finals in Hull over the weekend of 26th - 27th November as Megan Comber was competing with her partner Zoe Pounce from Jumpers Trampoline Club. Megan and Zoe competed well and finished 9th.


























